8)     Resolution 154 
  Preventing Overdose Deaths:  911 Good Samaritan

RECOMMENDATION:

Mr. Speaker, your Reference Committee recommends that the SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED IN LIEU OF 154:

RESOLVED, That the Medical Society of the State of New York support  efforts that would enact a “911 Good Samaritan” law that would provide immunity from arrest, charge, prosecution and conviction for drug and drug paraphernalia possession and for certain alcohol related offenses for individuals or victims of a health related emergency which resulted due to consumption or use of a controlled substance or alcohol and who have contacted  911 in good faith to receive emergency medical treatment for themselves or another individual.

Resolution 154 urges that the Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) supports establishing a “911 Good Samaritan” policy that provides immunity from arrest, charge, prosecution, and conviction for drug possession, drug paraphernalia possession, and certain alcohol related offenses such as under age possession of alcohol.

1. For victims or individuals at the scene of a health emergency related to an acute condition including, but not limited to, physical illness, coma, mania, hysteria or death, which is the result of consumption or use of a controlled substance or alcohol  and relates to an adverse reaction to or the quantity of the controlled substance or alcohol or a substance with which the controlled substance or alcohol was combined and who have contacted 911 in good faith to receive emergency medical treatment for a victim of drug toxicity or overdose; and be it further

The resolution also urges that MSSNY call upon the New York State Legislature and Governor to pass “911 Good Samaritan” legislation that would promote life-saving immediate medical intervention by decreasing the barriers for calling for medical help.
Your Reference Committee heard discussion in support of this resolution and agrees with the intent of the resolution.   Your Reference Committee was apprised that there is legislation within the New York State Legislature that would provide individuals who call 911 for emergency medical assistance, immunity protection from prosecution if the call is related to a drug/alcohol overdose.  The Reference Committee believes that the Substitute Resolution is much more concise and reflective of what the sponsors are seeking.  Therefore, your Reference Committee recommends adoption of the substitute.

(9)   Resolution 155 
Preventing Overdose Deaths:  Community-based Naloxone Programs

RECOMMENDATION:

Mr. Speaker, your Reference Committee recommends that SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION BE ADOPTED IN LIEU OF RESOLUTION 153:

RESOLVED, That the Medical Society of the State of New York and its respective specialty societies continue to work with the New York State Department of Health to reduce overdose deaths and to expand Naloxone programs as part of its comprehensive overdose prevention programs.

Resolution 155 urges that the Medical Society of the State of New York support the efforts of the New York State Department of Health to reduce overdose deaths and that the Medical Society of the State of New York work with the New York State Health Department, and selected specialty societies, including addiction, pain management and emergency medicine, to expand Naloxone programs in New York State and to make this part of comprehensive overdose prevention programs.
There was testimony in support of this resolution.  The Reference Committee was apprised that the Medical Society was instrumental in working with the Department of Health on the regulations that authorized the use of naloxone.  Your Reference Committee was also informed that staff from Department of Health made presentations at various meetings of the MSSNY’s Infectious Disease Committee and the Addiction and Psychiatric Committee on this topic.  MSSNY has also promoted the use of naloxone to its members by various articles in ENews.  Your Reference Committee agrees that MSSNY should continue its efforts to expand naloxone programs and put forth the Substitute Resolution in recognition of the role that MSSNY has already done in promoting this program to its members.  Your Reference Committee also believes that the Substitute Resolution provides a more concise resolution Therefore, your Reference Committee recommends adoption of the Substitute Resolution.
(20)    Resolution 162
Lower the Drinking Age to 18

RECOMMENDATION:

Mr. Speaker, your Reference Committee recommends that RESOLUTION 162 BE REFERRED TO COUNCIL.

Resolution 162 urges that the Medical Society of the State of New York (MSSNY) urge re-opening the debate about what the right policy should be regarding an appropriate drinking age and that MSSNY support legislation in New York State to lower the drinking age to 18.  The resolution also requests that MSSNY take this issue to the American Medical Association (AMA) and urge that it re-open the debate about what the right policy should be regarding an appropriate drinking age.

Your Reference Committee heard testimony in support and opposition to this resolution.  Your Reference Committee was informed that there currently is the Amethyst Initiative has been signed by 136 chancellors and presidents of universities and colleges across the United States.  Launched in 2008, these college leaders have signed their names to public statement that the problem of irresponsible drinking by young people continues despite the minimum legal drinking age of 21 and there is a culture of dangerous binge drinking on many campuses.  The Amethyst Initiative supports informed and unimpeded debate on the 21 year old drinking age.  Your Reference Committee was apprised that with evidence that a lower drinking age resulted in more traffic injuries and fatalities among youth, the federal government in 1984 enacted the Uniform Drinking Age Act which mandated that states raise the drinking age to 21 or risk loss of the federal transportation funds.   Among alcohol control polices, the MLDA has been the most studied and well over 70 studies have examined the effects of either increasing or decreasing the drinking age.   Your Reference Committee was informed that in New York State, the law that was enacted is called the “21 Alcohol Purchase Law”.  This law provides that it is illegal for anyone under 21 to possess alcohol with the intent to consume it and that it is against the law to use fake identification to purchase alcohol.  Under New York State Law, private individuals can be sued if they provide alcohol to anyone under 21.   Under the law, parents or guardians can provide alcohol to their children in their home and a person under the age of 18, who is employed in a grocery store many handle and deliver beer and wine products.  Minors can work as cashiers when under the direct supervision of a person 18 or older. In 1996, the New York State Legislature enacted the Zero Tolerance Law, which says if a driver is under 21, and found to have been driving with a blood alcohol concentration of .02% or higher, that individual would lose their license for at least six months.  Additionally, your Reference Committee was apprised that the Medical Society of the State of New York supports a purchase age of 21 for cigarettes and tobacco products and has consistently supported legislation to this effect.  Furthermore, there was testimony from a delegate that indicated that the Medical Society’s House of Delegates adopted a youth at risk white paper, entitled “Protecting New York State’s Children in the 21st Century” which discusses youth consumption of alcohol and use of substance abuse.  The paper discusses individual, family and community risk factors as it pertains to young people.  .  One of the biggest community risk factors is the availability of drugs, alcohol and tobacco.   In this white paper, MSSNY recommends that physicians take a role in advocating for stronger community protective factors which include adoption of laws and norms which will positively affect alcohol and drug related abuses.  There was intense and emotional debate on this resolution and therefore, your Reference Committee does agree that this topic needs further discussion and recommends that this resolution be referred to the MSSNY Council.  In addition, your Reference Committee recommends that a report be made at the 2012 House of Delegates on this matter.
